Eastern Bypass Study — Phase |

identified. In Phase I, the actual construction plans are
drawn and any land necessary for right-of-way is pur-

maintenance of the facility. In the case of the Eastern By-
pass Study, Phase | has been divided into two parts, a Corri-
dor Study and an Alignment Study. As shown below, we
are currently about half-way through the Corridor Phase for
the Eastern Bypass Study.

chased. Phase lll consists of construction, operation and
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Phase | studies begin at a very general level of
detail and become increasingly refined and de-
tailed as the study moves towards completion. It is
only at the bottom, when the most detailed infor-
mation is available, that final decisions are made.

The diagram above is for the current corridor
phase. It shows the key steps that will be taken to
select one preferred corridor location.

Two more public meetings will be held before a
preferred corridor is selected. Selection of a corridor
does not mean the decision to build a roadway has
been made. It does mean the next stage can begin
in which an alignment will be defined within the
preferred corridor to be compared to the “no build”
option. After this comparison, the decision whether
or not to build can be made.
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lllinois Department of Transportation

Welcome to the second public meeting for the Eastern Bypass Study.

Today’s meeting is an opportunity for IDOT's Eastern Bypass Study Team to share information
with you about the status of the project. It is also an opportunity for you to learn more about
the study and to share your comments, questions, and suggestions with us.

At today’s meeting we encourage you to:

1. View the video presentation. This presentation is about 12 minutes in length and will be
repeated for the duration of today’s meeting.

2. Study the maps and graphics. These exhibits are on display around the perimeter of the
room as shown in the diagram below and are set up in sequence.

3. Talk with our Study Team representatives. Ask any questions you may have about the
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Study Outcomes, So Far

The Corridor Study for the proposed Eastern By-
pass has been underway for just over a year. In that
time several important preliminary tasks have been
completed. These include:

e Conducting a public “kickoff” meeting.

e Formation of the study’s Community Advisory
Group (CAG).

e Conducting five CAG meetings.

e Documentation of the resources that people
value most about the communities in the study
area.

e Collection of electronic environmental and
community features information.

e Development of traffic data.

e Exploration of the possible benefits and nega-
tive impacts that might result from the project.

e Creation of a problem statement describing the
problems in the communities that the Eastern
Bypass could help solve.

e Sketching of the first ideas about where the
project might be located, drawn in broad paths
called “corridors.”

The “CAG”

One of the most important parts of the Eastern
Bypass Study is its Community Advisory Group or
“CAG.” The purpose of the CAG is to provide two-
way communication between IDOT and the
broader community. There have been five CAG
meetings so far, with additional meetings planned
throughout the remainder of the study. The meet-
ings are an opportunity for the CAG members to be
updated on the details of the Eastern Bypass Study
and for the IDOT Study Team to be informed about
values, perspectives, and concerns that exist in the
community.

The CAG members have taken their responsibili-
ties seriously and have produced many valuable
deliverables including the context audit, a problem
statement, and the initial draft corridor locations.

At their May CAG
meeting, a mem-
ber explains one
of the corridors,

B hilea Study
) Y8 Team facilitator
\ @ takes notes.

Development of the Initial
Draft Corridors

The main objective of the corridor study is to identify one pre-
ferred corridor within which several actual route location choices
can be developed.

CAG members were asked to take into consideration the vari-
ous factors that have been identified as part of the study so far.
These included valued elements identified earlier by the CAG
members, as well as the location of important resources in the
study area such as wetlands, floodplains, cropland, developed
areas, and other factors that might “constrain” the location of a
roadway. They were also asked to consider benefits, enhance-
ments, and solutions to problems (current and future).

At a CAG meeting in May, the members worked in small groups
to draw where they felt the corridors might best be located. The
result was twenty different corridor locations, each of which are
shown on the map below.

The twenty different corridor locations drawn by the Community Advisory Group
members are shown here. They have been separated into color groupings, based on
the tables where the CAG members worked in small groups to draw their corridors.
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Evaluation of the Corridor Locations

How to Read the Corridor Maps

The initial draft corridors have been combined into six
groupings with each group being given a different color code.
Two sets are on display. One set has been displayed on tables
and an identical set has been posted along the walls.

At each table you will find a color-coded grouping of possi-
ble corridors. As an example, at Table 3 you will find the Red
corridors, as shown on the map to the right. The starting
places for these corridors are A, B, and C along |-74. The end-
ing places for these corridors are D and E on the west side of
the lllinois River. This creates five combinations of red corri-
dors, identified as AD, AE, BD, BE, and CE.

Comparison of Corridors

The best corridor location will maximize project benefits
while minimizing negative effects. In order to minimize the
corridors’ negative effects, they were drawn using maps that
show valuable natural and built resources. This allows us to
avoid various resources as much as possible and to calculate
the extent of the impact to resources that couldn’t be
avoided.

At this early stage in the study, the corridors and the data
are not developed at a high level of detail. We can, how-
ever, get a rough comparison of the corridors. As we do this,
the corridors’ impact on each resource is simply ranked as
either higher, medium, or lower. For example, a higher
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ranking means that the corridor includes more of that re-
source than corridors ranking medium or lower.

This ranking system is also used for engineering factors
such as steep terrain, overall length, and the length of the
bridge over the Illinois River.

Maps of each corridor grouping are on display at today's
meeting, on tables and on the walls. The bar charts show-
ing their relative impact are on display with each corridor
grouping. An example of the bar charts is shown on the left.

We Want To Hear From You

We need your comments on these corridor locations.
The CAG members did a great job in taking the first step;
now it is your turn to help with identifying the best corridor
locations. Please review the mapping on display and dis-
cuss your questions and comments with the IDOT Study
Team members and CAG members who are here today.

You will notice that an individual comment form has
been prepared for each grouping of corridors. We urge you
to share your comments and suggestions with us on these

forms. Please feel free to use forms from as many of the
groups of corridors as you like.

Please note that in the weeks following today’s meeting,
the members of IDOT's Study Team will review all the forms
and will present the results of that review to the CAG mem-
bers at the next CAG meeting. Then, together, the Study
Team and the CAG members will begin the process of refin-
ing the corridor locations, eliminating those that are least
desirable and modifying others, as necessary. Once that is
done, another public meeting, such as the meeting today,
will be held to present the study’s progress.
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