lllinois Department

of Transportation

Year

Year

Year

Year

Year

The Eastern Bypass Phase | Process

Beginning of Phase |

Corridor Study
ldentify Area Context

ldentify Alternative Corridors
Analyze and Compare Effects

Select One Preferred Corridor

Alignment Study

Identify Alternative Alignments

(within Preferred Corridor)

Analyze and Compare
Effects

Select One
Preferred
Alignment

Build or No Build

Decision

End of Phasel

Record of Decision Filed

Public Kickoff Meeting

Problem Statement

Alternative Corridors Public Meeting

August 2009

Alternative Corridors Public Meeting

Corridor Study Report

Corridors Public Hearing

Begin NEPA* Process

File Notice of Intent

Purpose & Need Statement

Formal Scoping Process

Alternative Alignments Public Meeting

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Signed by
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Formal Public Hearing

Final Environmental Impact Statement Signed by FHWA

End NEPA* Process

*National Environmental Policy Act

As shown in this chart, the Phase | process is often represented in the shape of a funnel. This is because
the process begins at a very general level of detail and becomes increasingly refined as the study moves
forward. At the bottom of the funnel, when the most detailed information is available, the decision is
made to either move forward with the project or to select the “no build” alternative.
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